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EXCELLENT!
Latest RFD Rating Bodes Well for New Cargo Center

The silver lining in the current and foreseeable economy is that air cargo operators must lower their operating costs . .
international air cargo center at the Chicago Rockford International Airport (RFD) can help them do that.

. and the new

Ken Ryan, RFD's director of air cargo development, said, “the response to the new cargo center has been very positive.” He's been calling on
Asian cargo airlines at their U.S. headquarters. He cites the recent surge in fuel prices, the increased costs of using 0'Hare International
Airport and the need for more efficiencies as major reasons for the interest.

The cargo center's first phase of a four-phase, $40 million facility was completed inTate December and is now ready for tenants. The first phase
i5a72,000-square foot facility; the final will encompass 400,000 square feet. Tandem Development Group of Hoffman Estates developed the
air-cargo center that has runway access at RFD and low operational costs, about a third of the cost of 0'Hare.

As RFD's reputation continues to rise, airport officials are confident of securing tenants. According to Air Cargo World, a trade
publication, theirlatest survey ranked RFD 13th out of 40 in North America and 31st out of 101 airports in the world, putting RFD
in the “excellent” category.

“It will be only a matter of time before another cargo operator calls RFD home,” said Bob 0'Brien, RFD's executive director. The new cargo
center is next to UPS, which operates that company's second-largest sort facility in the U.S.

Aerial view shows Phase 1 and ramp of the 540 million cargo center by the Chicago Rockford International
Airport. The drawing shows the four phases surrounding the ramp, which can accommodate 10 planes.

Liebovich Expansion Continues
Steel Company Builds Addition in New Rockford TIF District

The first major redevelopment project
inwest Rockford in recent years continues,
according to an official at Liebovich
Steel & Aluminum Company, 2116 Preston
Street, Rockford. “This is a great
partnership between us and the City
of Rockford that will transform the
former 1.1 Case plant, a ‘brownfield’
site, into an additional manufacturing
and warehouse site for us,” said Mike
Tulley, Liebovich vice president.

Phase 1 of the potential multi-phase
project will be an 80,000-square
foot structure. Later phases could
add up to 240,000 square feet. Prior to
the groundbreaking in late October,
the city demolished the Case plant and

other buildings. Since then, the site work
has been completed and the foundation
has been poured. Construction will begin
this spring.

The Liebovich expansion is expected
to add 10 new jobs. The City of Rockford

designated the area as the "Preston
and Central Tax Increment Financing
Redevelopment Area" in January 2007
to strengthen the area and promote
job growth.

Construction will begin soon on Liebovich's Phase 1 addition, an 80,000-square foot facility.
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To Gain Customers, Go Global
Conference Set for April 8-9

More companies will learn how to
increase their customer bhase hy
adding the global marketplace
when they attend the second annual
“Go Global” conference on April 8-9,
2009, Wednesday and Thursday, at the
Clock Tower Resort & Conference Center,
7801 East State Street, Rockford.

The cost for the two-day conference is
$100 per person and includes:

- 4 keynote addresses

- 12 glohal strategies sessions

- Jaerospace and defense sessions

- 3 economic development sessions

- international matchmaking sessions

- networking opportunities with
representatives from several countries
and many large enterprises

Last year's Go Global conference
attracted 110 people, both experienced
and newcomers, to the global trade
market. Bob Trojan, president and
chief executive officer of Rockford
Linear Actuation, a hydraulics components
manufacturer, and a 40-plus-year
veteran of international sales, gained
valuable contacts by attending. He
connected with key people in China,
Mexico and Canada to line up potential
distributors. To date, he has signed an
agreement with a Chinese distributor
and will travel to Canada this month to
interview pre-screened candidates.
“I strongly recommend manufacturers
attend this event,” said Trojan. “This
is a good time to plant the seeds,”
he advised.
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Markets Suited for
Rockford's Strengths

- aerospace and transportation

« back-office operations/call center
- chemicals manufacturing

- food processing

« industrial machinery

- metals manufacturing

- warehouse and distribution center

- 20 exhibits Carter & Burgess, a leading national site
selection consultant, determined that these
industries are well suited for the Rockford area
due to the region's strengths: skilled and
available workforce, low cost of living,
competitive wage rates and central time zone

location.

To register, go to:
http://www.goglobalrockford.com/

The Go Global Conference is sponsored hy:
Premiere Sponsors: US Bank, SupplyCore, RSM McGladrey and the Illinois Department
of Commerce and Community Affairs

Event Sponsors: Chicago Rockford International Airport, Rockford Area Economic

i , For more information, contact Eric Voyles,
Development Council and Lockheed Martin

RAEDC vice president of national business
recruitment at 815.987.8118 or email at
evoyles@rockfordil.com.

Specialty Sponsors: Ingersoll Production SYstems, GE Aerospace, Hamilton
Sundstrand, Growth Dimensions-Belvidere/Boone County, IMEC, and the Rockford

Chamber of Commerce
Go's=2Global
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