ROCKFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS RPS205 home page Unsubscribe

BLAST gu:t-ap(e&

NOTE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
0000000000000 000000000

LAVONNE M. SHEFFIELD , Ph.D.

e | ]

\w 4

.\':‘f \ Some of you may have seen the marquees in front of school build-
. ings alerting you to the mounting piles of IOUs from the state of llli-
.« nois. We are posting the amount of these delinquent payments as a
: 40 way to highlight the significance of the state’s budget crisis. As of the

close of business Friday, February 12, late payments to Rockford Public Schools
totaled $12,893,844.41. These overdue payments complicate an already difficult
budget process for next year, as we anticipate a decine of at least 20 percent in
per-pupil funding from Springfield. We will update you on the backlog weekly in
this space, on our roadside signs and other locations including rps205.com.

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD.
TELL SPRINGFIELD TO PAY ITS BILLS.

As of February 12, the state of lllinois owed $12,893.844 in

back payments of YOUR tax money to operate YOUR public
schools. Write to Gov. Quinn and Speaker Madigan to ex-
press your displeasure on behalf of Rockford children.
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OUR VISION
Rockford Public
Schools will offer a
world-class education
that prepares all stu-
dents to compete in a
global society. We will
provide a nurturing,
child-centered and
parent-friendly learning
environment that
makes Rockford
schools the schools of
first choice for families.

THE MISSION
of the Rockford Public
Schools is to serve the
community by ensuring
all of its diverse stu-
dents develop the ca-

MILLION [Be Heard. Click to view contact information]
for Gov. Quinn and Speaker Madigan. pab"ities to contribute
to society, succeed in

the global economy

and learn throughout
STUDY TIP OF THE DAY: their lives by creating
School It is very impor tant that childr en write legib ly for short and ex- dynamic integrated
da ys tended response questions. Those responses will be read by learning environments
untii | teachers during the scoring process. If the scorers cannot read that respond to the
ISAT what childr en have written, those scores may be lowered simply needs and aspirations
because the scorers did not understand the full meaning of what of the individual stu-
the childr en were trying to convey. dent in partnership with
family and community.
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J efferson High School art students Evan Jarzynski iProvide clean and

and Arnold Syphommarath have been recognized with safe schools
regional Gold Key awards through the Scholastic Art #Hold aduﬁ
Awards program. The two seniors were selected accountable

. . R 1Run an efficient
Zratsed on their art portfolios and individual works of business operation

“This is the first step to a nationally renowned program and is quite an
honor for these students,” Jefferson art teacher Lynn Stockton said. “They
put in a lot of hard work and commitment to their portfolios, and it has paid
off.”
Winning submissions of regional Gold Key recipients are forwarded to

Evan Jarzynski, Scholastic Art Awards headquarters in

“Ambitious  Per ception”  New York City for national adjudication,
with 300 students being honored in a

ceremony June 9th at Carnegie Hall. The portfolio category for

graduating seniors involves submitting a collection of eight pieces

of art that best demonstrate the student’s originality, technical skill

and personal vision.

As regional winners, Syphommarath and Jarzynski are invited to

attend a recognition ceremony March 7 at the State Historical

Building in Des Moines, lowa, where their entries will be on dis-

play. Work included in the Des Moines exhibit are Jarzynski's

charcoal and colored pencil drawing, “Ambitious Perception,” and  Arnold Syphommar ath,“Glasses”
Syphommarath’s charcoal drawing, “Glasses.”

Roc kf or d sc hools are getting behind Million
Meals project in a big way

Students in Rockford Public Schools are beginning to
rally around the Million Meals for Haiti project being coor-
dinated by Sharefest, the volunteer coalition that helps re-
furbish schools each summer.

An all-school “Quarters for the Quake” campaign kicked

off Tuesday with the arrival in each building of 5-gallon

water-cooler bottles affixed with the campaign logo.

Money raised through the quarter drive will go toward the
cost of the million meals being packaged by volunteers with Sharefest, a charitable arm of Heartland
Community Church.

Seven schools that already had collections under way -- Brookview, Froberg, Hillman, Lemon, Mcin-
tosh, Thompson and Washington -- have raised almost $3,200.

Rockford’s four traditional high schools also will serve as packing locations — East and Auburn on
March 11 and Guilford and Jefferson on March 12. During the day, students will assist in mixing the
rice, powdered soy and dried vegetables, sealing the contents in plastic bags and boxing the meals for
shipment. From 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., the schools will be open to community members who wish to help
package meals. The project concludes with packing sessions Saturday, March 13, and Sunday, March
14, at Heartland Community Church.

Students at Lathrop Elementary School came up with “Quarters for the Quake” as the name for a col-
lection that has already occurred.

“The collaboration provides a real-world lesson for students in the value of community service,” Super-
intendent LaVonne M. Sheffield said, “and the many hands we can provide helps lighten the load as
far as the packing is concerned.”

With a per-meal cost of 17 cents, a student who contributes two quarters essentially buys three meals
for someone in Haiti. Nearly 30,000 students are enrolled in Rockford Public Schools.

For more information, call Volunteers in Public Schools (VIPS) at 972-4357 (HELP).

King students eat up McT eac her Night

King Elementary School students were treated to
seeing their teachers work behind the counter at
the McDonald’s restaurant on Auburn Street during
the school’s second annual “McTeacher Night”
fundraiser. The event was held from 5 p.m. to 8
p.m. Feb. 4, with 10 percent of all funds generated
going toward the school. “This was a huge success
for us, and we had a great turnout from staff, stu-
From left: Four th-g rader s Gabriela Mandu- dents and their families,” Principal Renneth
jano , Rays honda Barbar y, Thomas Ec hols, Richardson said of the 80 who attended. A check
Mic hael Greiner and fifth-g rader Ler oy Hada.  will be presented to the school at a later date, and
staff will decide how the money could best be spent. McTeacher nights have raised more than
$500,000 since 2003 when local McDonald's restaurants began offering the fundraising opportunity.

SNAPSHOT

A panel discussion on race took place in the his-
toric auditorium  at Lincoln Mid dle School last
Friday as way to obser ve Blac k Histor y Month.
State Rep. Chuc k Jefferson, Deputy Police Chief
Theo Glover (both pictur ed) and Roc kford fir e-
fighter Rober t Chaney were the featur ed speak-
ers. The thr ee panelists discussed how race
influenced  their lives and car eer s, then took
questions  from students.

The annual ‘Aspir e’ Blac k Talent Exhibit at
Aubur n High School dazzled audiences last
week. Counselor Shar on Bur ns, one of the
sho w’s adviser s, said she was extr emel y
proud of the student-driv. en production be-
cause it showcased so many areas of the
perf or ming arts inc luding voice, dance, po-
etr y and band. “It was an all-ar ound, fir st-
class production.”
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